
​A Short Presentation on the Book of​
​Judges​
​The Book of Judges is the seventh book of the Old Testament and tells the story of Israel during​
​the period between the death of Joshua and the establishment of Israel's monarchy. It describes​
​a time when the Israelites were settling into the Promised Land, struggling to remain faithful to​
​God, and repeatedly turning away from the covenant they had made.​

​Judges is a book about faithfulness and unfaithfulness, leadership and failure, and God's​
​continuing mercy toward a people who often struggle to follow God's direction.​

​1. The Historical Setting​
​After the death of Joshua, Israel had no single national leader. The twelve tribes were loosely​
​organized, and each tribe was responsible for its own territory and community.​

​During this period, Israel faced conflicts with neighboring peoples, including the Canaanites,​
​Midianites, Philistines, and others. The Israelites frequently adopted the religious practices of​
​the surrounding nations, turning away from worshiping God.​

​The book describes a repeated pattern of behavior that becomes central to its message.​

​2. The Cycle of Judges​
​Throughout the book, we see a recurring cycle:​

​1.​ ​Disobedience: The Israelites turn away from God and worship other gods.​
​2.​ ​Oppression: God allows neighboring nations to gain power over Israel, and the people​

​suffer.​
​3.​ ​Repentance: The Israelites cry out to God for help.​
​4.​ ​Deliverance: God raises up a judge to rescue the people.​
​5.​ ​Peace: The people experience a period of rest, but eventually return to their old ways.​

​This cycle repeats throughout the book, demonstrating how easily people forget God's​
​faithfulness and how consistently God responds when they cry out for help.​

​3. Important Judges and Their Stories​
​Judges 4:5 Devotional: Under the Palm Tree: The Leadership of Deborah | Bible Art​
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​Deborah (Judges 4–5)​

​A prophet and judge who provided leadership during a time of oppression. With Barak, she​
​helped lead Israel to victory over the Canaanites. Her story is one of courage, wisdom, and​
​faith.​

​Daring to Trust: The Story of Gideon and the Fleece | Christian Articles​

​Gideon (Judges 6–8)​

​Called by God despite his own doubts and insecurities, Gideon led a surprisingly small army to​
​victory over the Midianites. His story reminds us that God can work through people who do not​
​consider themselves capable.​

​Samson And Delilah Painting by Andrew Howat - Pixels​

​Samson (Judges 13–16)​

​Known for his extraordinary strength, Samson was called to deliver Israel from the Philistines.​
​His story is filled with personal weaknesses, poor decisions, and ultimately tragedy. It reminds​
​us that physical strength does not necessarily mean spiritual maturity.​

​Eúde: O segundo juiz de Israel, conhecido como juiz canhoto​

​Ehud (Judges 3:12–30)​

​An unexpected deliverer who used his resourcefulness to free Israel from Moabite oppression.​
​His story demonstrates that God can use surprising people and circumstances.​

​Other judges include Othniel, Shamgar, Jephthah, Tola, Jair, Ibzan, Elon, and Abdon.​

​4. The Central Message of Judges​
​One of the most important statements in the book appears several times, particularly in Judges​
​17:6 and 21:25:​

​"In those days there was no king in Israel; all the people did what was right in their​
​own eyes."​

​This statement summarizes the spiritual and moral condition of Israel during this period.​

​Without consistent leadership or a shared commitment to God's covenant, the people​
​increasingly followed their own desires. The final chapters of Judges describe violence,​
​corruption, division, and the breakdown of community life.​
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​The book is not simply a collection of heroic stories. It is also a warning about what happens​
​when people lose their moral direction and forget their responsibility to God and one another.​

​5. What Can We Learn from Judges Today?​
​There are several important lessons we can take from this book:​

​●​ ​We need reminders of God's faithfulness. Like the Israelites, we can quickly forget the​
​blessings and guidance God has given us.​

​●​ ​God works through imperfect people. The judges were far from perfect, yet God used​
​them to accomplish important things.​

​●​ ​Our choices affect the community. The repeated failures of Israel demonstrate that​
​individual decisions can have consequences for families, neighbors, and entire​
​communities.​

​●​ ​Faith requires more than words. Remaining faithful means allowing God's teachings to​
​shape our daily decisions and relationships.​

​●​ ​God remains merciful. Even when the Israelites repeatedly turned away, God continued​
​to hear their cries and provide opportunities for deliverance.​

​6. Looking Ahead​
​The Book of Judges sets the stage for the books of Samuel and the establishment of Israel's​
​monarchy. The repeated failures of leadership create a longing for a king who might bring​
​stability and unity.​

​Yet the book also leaves readers with an important question: Is the problem simply that Israel​
​has no king, or is the deeper problem that the people have lost their commitment to God?​

​That question remains relevant today.​

​A thought to leave with the group: The Book of Judges reminds us that faithfulness is not​
​something we can take for granted. It must be renewed through our relationship with God, our​
​care for one another, and our willingness to live according to God's teachings rather than simply​
​doing what seems right in our own eyes.​

​Questions for Discussion​

​1.​ ​Why do you think the Israelites repeatedly turned away from God even after​
​experiencing God's deliverance?​

​2.​ ​Which of the judges' stories stands out to you, and what does it teach us about​
​leadership and faith?​

​3.​ ​What are some ways people today can fall into the same pattern of forgetting God when​
​life becomes comfortable?​



​4.​ ​What does it mean for a person or a community to do what is right in God's eyes rather​
​than simply what is right in their own eyes?​

​Suggested reading for the group: Judges 2:6–23, which provides one of the clearest summaries​
​of the recurring cycle that shapes the entire book.​


